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Speaker Bios 
 

Tyler Mulvihill 

Co-Founder of Viant.io 

 
Tyler is the co-founder of Viant.io, a blockchain-based platform for 
modeling business processes, tracking assets and building the supply 
chains of the future.  Tyler initiated, and is the Chair of, the Supply 
Chain Working Group within the Enterprise Ethereum Alliance (EEA).  
At ConsenSys, he advises Fortune 500 companies on their supply chain 
strategy and use case development.  Prior to joining ConsenSys Tyler 
help stand up the development of a fintech market offering focused 

on delivering exponential growth and operational improvement solutions to his clients.  He is a 
registered CPA in the state of New York.  
 

Kishore Atreya 
Founder of Viant.io 
 
Kishore Atreya is co-founder of the supply chain platform Viant 
(https://viant.io) and co-founder of the ConsenSys Solutions practice.  
ConsenSys (https://consensys.net/) is a venture production studio and 
custom software development consultancy building decentralized 
applications (DApps), enterprise solutions and developer tools for 
blockchain ecosystems, focused primarily on Ethereum. 
Kishore comes with 20 years of technology strategy, architecture and 
solution delivery experience.  Most recently, Kishore led the vision and 
delivery of a blockchain based asset tracking solution for a Global Top 
5 natural resources company.  Previously at Deloitte, Kishore helped 
his clients transcend business challenges by providing strategic 
advisory services, developing business cases, building multi-
generational roadmaps, managing large programs and 
implementations.  Some of the key clients that Kishore has served 

include BHP Billiton, Bank of America, Capital One, BMO Harris Bank and First Niagara Bank. 
Kishore has a Masters in Information Technology from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
and a Masters in Mathematics from BITS Pilani, India.  He also holds a baccalaureate degree in 
Instrumentation Engineering from BITS Pilani. 
 

https://viant.io/
https://consensys.net/
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Nick Beglinger 

CEO, Cleantech21 and Organiser Hack4Climate 

 
Nick Beglinger is a Swiss economist (LSE). In 2008 he co-founded and 
currently runs the Cleantech21 foundation (C21). His focus area is 
sustainable development at the crossroads of finance, innovation, and 
regulation. From 2009 to 2016, Nick acted as president of 
Switzerland’s first green business association, swisscleantech, and 
thereby shaped the country’s climate, energy, and mobility policy. At 
COP22 in Marrakesh 2016, Nick co-founded the Climate Ledger 
Initiative (CLI), bringing distributed ledger technologies (DLT, 
‘blockchain’) to UNFCCC. In 2017, Nick initiated the first DLT/energy 
lighthouse project by the Swiss Ministry of Energy, and the first five 

DLT/climate use cases financed by the EU’s Climate-KIC. At COP23, C21 organised #Hack4Climate, the 
first hackathon linked to a climate conference (5 days, 100 developers from 31 countries, 40 experts). 
Based on its success, and the growing #Hack4Climate community of IoT, DLT and AI developers, C21 
started the Hack4Climate innovation program in 2018.  

Nick is part of the IOTA Foundation, the Global Infrastructure Basel Foundation, and WWF’s Leaders 
for Nature. He started his career with McKinsey in Hamburg, and then setup the first software JV in 
Saigon. He worked in China, Vietnam, Singapore, and Abu Dhabi for Maxmakers – where he headed a 
3-year engagement with the Government of Abu Dhabi in the first development period of the Masdar 
Project – before returning to Zurich to set up C21. Nick bikes and urban-farms, plays the piano and 
soccer with friends, jogs, swims, and occasionally gets to kitesurf. 
 

Sandra Ro 

Managing Partner, COO & Cofounder, UWINCorp Ltd: Unleashing 

Wealth in Nations 

Founder & Managing Director, Vector Crypto Capital LLC 

CEO, Global Blockchain Business Council (GBBC) 

 
Sandra is a fintech entrepreneur, blockchain / crypto keynote speaker, 
hackathon judge, crypto trader, angel investor and advisor, focusing 
on delivering financial access and products to people and communities 

using technology to enable next generation market infrastructure and financial products.   

Sandra was named to the Innovate Finance, Women in Fintech 2016 Power List and holds directorships 
/ founding memberships on several industry boards as well as advises several emerging tech start-ups. 
Recently, Sandra joined the US Department of State’s Speakers Bureau as a blockchain technology 
speaker.  Previously, she served as a former Treasurer and founding board director of the Enterprise 
Ethereum Alliance (EEA) and founding member of the Post Trade Distributed Ledger Group (PTDL), 
founding member of Linux Foundation’s Hyperledger.  Sandra has published numerous articles on 
blockchain as well as foreign exchange markets and patents across capital markets and digital assets.  
She is the former Executive Director, Head of Digitization at CME Group.  Sandra founded and was 
responsible for the firm’s digital assets and blockchain / distributed ledger technology (DLT) initiatives, 

including CME bitcoin futures and index pricing prices.  Previously as Head of Foreign Exchange (FX) 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/
http://www.cleantech21.org/
http://www.swisscleantech.ch/
http://www.climateledger.org/
http://www.climate-kic.org/
http://www.hack4climate.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOANny6i0QM
http://www.iota.org/
http://www.gib-foundation.org/
http://www.wwwf.ch/
http://www.mckinsey.com/
http://sutrixgroup.com/
http://www.maxmakers.com/
http://www.masdar.ae/
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and Metals Research and Product Development, she was responsible for the global development of 
CME Group’s FX and Metals solutions for listed and cleared OTC products.  

Prior to joining CME Group’s London office in 2011, Sandra led deals in the EMEA M&A FX and interest 

rate derivatives, event driven advisory group within Global Capital Markets at Morgan Stanley London 
and worked at Deutsche Bank London as a FX structurer.  Sandra holds an M.B.A. in Finance from 
London Business School, studied Computer Science at Columbia University School of Continuing 
Education, and received a double B.A. degree in History and Studies in the Environment from Yale 
University, specializing in the proliferation of biological and chemical weaponry in the 20th century.  
She was appointed to the Executive Committee of the Board of the Yale Alumni Fund (YAF) in 2015, 
leads the Technology subcommittee, and is a Chairman’s Award recipient (2015).  She advises and 

supports several women, children, education, animal conservation-focused non-profits in the USA, 
UK, and sub-Saharan Africa.  Her life’s passion is to create a transparent, fairer world using technology.   
At UWINCorp, Sandra is working on an asset registry services and trading marketplace blockchain 
project focusing on physical commodity markets.  She brings over 15 years of global capital markets, 
derivatives and market infrastructure experience. 

At Vector Crypto Capital LLC, Sandra focuses on investments in the future of money via technology.  
Angel investments include robotics, big data, data encryption, cybersecurity, blockchain, crypto post 
trade infrastructure, amongst other areas.  The future of money is digital, decentralized, tokenized, 
and data-driven.  

At Global Blockchain Business Council, Sandra was voted to CEO from founding Board member in 
March 2018.  She serves the GBBC and blockchain community to foster education and build bridges 
across enterprises, governments, and start-ups to help fulfil the potential of blockchain technology to 
solve real world problems and help society. 
 

Dr Kaylash Chaudhary 

Assistant Lecturer, University of the South Pacific 

 
Dr. Kaylash Chaudhary is an assistant lecturer in Computer Science and 
Information system at the School of Computing, Information and 
Mathematical Sciences of the University of the South Pacific.  He 
received his PhD degree in Computer Science from the University of 
the South Pacific in 2018, majoring in formalisation, modelling and 
analysis of virtual payment system.   

His research interests include model checking, software engineering, distributed system design and 
implementation, software architecture and electronic payment system. 
  



 

Page 4 of 8 
 

Alfred “Bubba” Cook 

Western and Central Pacific Tuna Programme Manager, WWF-New 

Zealand 

 
Alfred "Bubba" Cook has spent a lifetime on the ocean and the last 15 
years working in fisheries conservation and management.  At age 18, 
he joined the United States Navy's Nuclear Power Programme, which 
took him around the world and sparked an interest in global affairs 
and, especially, international fisheries.  Troubled by fishery declines he 
observed at home and abroad, he sought out an education focused on 
fisheries policy and law.  In 2000, he received a B.S. degree in Fisheries 
and Aquaculture from Texas A&M University followed in 2003 by a J.D. 
with a certificate in Natural Resource Policy and Environmental Law 
from Lewis & Clark College in Portland, Oregon, making him well suited 

to take on complex policy initiatives in large-scale fisheries.  After law school, he was hired by the U.S. 
National Marine Fisheries Service in Alaska where he led a dedicated team in the implementation of 
one of the world’s most complex and effective fishery management programmes for the North Pacific 

crab fishery made famous by the TV show "Deadliest Catch." He later joined the World Wide Fund for 
Nature’s (WWF's) Arctic Programme to support fisheries conservation and management efforts across 

the Bering Sea from the Russian Far East to Alaska's remote indigenous communities.  In 2010, he 
joined the U.S. Peace Corps and served in Wailevu Village in Vanua Levu, Fiji, where he supported 
several grassroots marine conservation projects over two years.  Since 2012, Bubba has worked as the 
Western and Central Pacific Tuna Programme Manager for WWF out of Suva, Fiji, and Wellington, New 
Zealand, where he focuses on improving tuna fisheries management at a national and regional level 
in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean through policy improvements, market tools, and 
technological innovation.  Through his role with WWF, Bubba has enthusiastically supported the 
development of technology solutions for difficult fisheries challenges, including the use of blockchain 
for traceability of seafood.  
 

Sandra Uwantege Hart 

Pacific Cash & Livelihoods Advisor, Oxfam Australia 

 

In her current position of Pacific Cash & Livelihoods Advisor at Oxfam, 
Sandra is leading a nationwide Cash Transfer Feasibility Study in 
Vanuatu to determine how to best apply cash-based humanitarian 
approaches in a context-adapted and market-friendly manner that is 

uniquely tailored to the Pacific Context.  She is the acting technical/programme lead for a new Oxfam 
innovations initiative, the “Oxlabs”, which aims to develop and pilot-test a common blockchain 
platform for quicker and more efficient delivery of humanitarian cash transfer programmes in the 
Pacific and (potentially elsewhere).  Sandra is from Rwanda/USA and comes from an extensive 
background of 8+ years in humanitarian response and coordination, having worked in emergency and 
recovery programs in the Pacific (Fiji, Vanuatu, PNG), Asia, the Caribbean, and West Africa. 
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Edwin Liava’a 

CEO, Tonga Cable Ltd 

 
I have a personal philosophy – “I innovate and provide solutions NOT 
problems”.  A Distributed Ledger Technologies (DLTs), Hashgraph and 
Blockchain enthusiast.  I have spent over 20 years working in the 
Pacific Islands region, specializing in ICTs and Geo-spatial Solutions, 
and offering my skills and talents to support the building of solutions 
across the Pacific.  I have been a member of the Pacific Islands 
Chapter (PICISOC) of the Internet Society (ISOC) Board in the past, 

during which time I worked with ISOC on the Sphere Project – encouraging chapter engagement.  I 
also worked with former Board members, Franck Martin and the late Leslie Allinson on IT projects at 
a time when PICISOC Board members themselves were involved in IT development in the Pacific at 
the implementation level. 

I am currently working for the Tonga Cable Ltd (TCL) as Chief Executive Officer (CEO), but have also 
worked in Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Samoa and have also done some consultancy work 
for Vanuatu.  While I worked for the Pacific Community (SPC) Geo-science Division (SOPAC), I also did 
some work for the Cook Islands, Kiribati, Nauru and Tuvalu.  I come with a wealth of knowledge and 
experience about the needs of IT users across the Pacific.  I have also been an IT tutor-trainer at the 
Tonga Institute of Higher Education (TIHE) and also the University of the South Pacific (USP) Tonga 
Campus. 

A generalist with practical skills and experience covering systems development, office automation, 
web design and programming, and among a host of other things, network administration using Linux 
and Windows Servers.  Design and development of MIS/GIS solutions for Utilities.  Advocator of Linux, 
Free and Open Source Software (FOSS), Open Source Geo-spatial Foundation (OSGeo), Free and Open 
Source Software for Geo-spatial (FOSS4G) and "Geo for All" the Open Source Geo-spatial Foundation's 
Open Educational outreach.  I am also a founding member of the Pacific Islands 
Chapter of the Open Source Geo-spatial Foundation (OSGeo). 
 

James Eggleston 

Business Development / Senior Analyst, Power Ledger 

 
James Eggleston is part of the Business Development team at Power 
Ledger, a Doctoral Researcher at CUSP Institute and a Board Member 
at the CCWA.  At Power Ledger, James works on project 
implementation of blockchain applications for electricity trading, asset 

management and asset ownership fractionalisation.  His ARENA funded Doctoral Research is focused 
on creating an open source governance framework to unlock apartment buildings nationwide to the 
benefits of solar PV and battery storage.  At the CCWA James brings to the board expertise in strategic 
planning for smart cities and infrastructure at a policy level. 
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Louise Mercer 

Global Strategy & Innovation Director, Everledger 

 
Louise Mercer is the Director of Innovation for Everledger, a global 
enterprise that tracks the provenance of high-value assets on a digital 
global ledger in an authenticated immutable manner.  She also looks 
after operations in the region. 

Louise Mercer is a creative and forward-thinking strategic leader with 
a talent for re-engineering business models.  Trained in translating 

disruption and strategic risks into opportunities for innovation, she has held senior roles with 
Australia’s largest general insurers Suncorp and IAG, designing, facilitating and delivering the strategy 
for strategic renewal of existing business models.  

Louise is a pattern finder, lateral thinker, relationship builder, facilitator and explorer of the 
interactions between technology, society and business. 

Louise has a Masters in Business Administration (Entrepreneurship and Finance) and honours in B. 
Commerce (Arts and Science).  She has held Directorship and strategic advisor roles with multiple not-
for-profits and social enterprises, including as Deputy Chair of the Oaktree Foundation and in her own 
business ventures. 
 

Martin Burrows 

Coordinator, Oceania Sport Information Center, USP 

 
Martin V Burrows Jr. has been the Coordinator for the Oceania Sport 
Information Centre at The University of the South Pacific for the past 
three years.  He has experience with social media marketing, websites, 
analytics and databases.  Martin's previous library experience includes 
working as a branch manager and librarian at some of the busiest 
libraries in the District of Columbia Public Library.  Before becoming a 
professional librarian, Martin has worked in refugee resettlement, 

human resources and teaching.  He has graduate degrees in library science, international studies and 
a bachelor of science in psychology. 
 

Brett “Blu” Haywood 

Managing Director, Sea Quest (Fiji) Ltd 
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Kenneth Katafono  

Managing Director, TraSeable Solutions Pte Ltd 

 
Ken is the Founder of Fijian traceability tech start-up, TraSeable 
Solutions Pte Ltd, which supports global seafood sustainability by 
providing a blockchain-ready software-as-a-service (SaaS) platform for 
seafood traceability.  He is also the Principal Consultant for Katafono 
Consulting and advises the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency 
(FFA), Marshall Islands Marine Resource Authority (MIMRA), the World 

Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), Sea Quest (Fiji) Ltd, and the University of the South Pacific (USP).  

He is an experienced ICT professional with over 10 years of experience in the Pacific region specialising 
in Enterprise Management Information Systems (MIS) in various fields including fisheries, human 
resources, finance, banking, and student administration.  He has held technical and leadership roles 
at FFA, USP, and the Fiji Development Bank. 
 

Jamie Skella 

Director, Chief Product Officer, Horizon State 

 
Technologist and entrepreneur Jamie Skella has spent 20 years in the 
design, building and advising of businesses across blockchain, esports, 
machine learning, and even future food.  Formerly Executive Director 
at MiVote, Jamie is Co-Founder of Horizon State, a company 
redesigning how societies collaboratively make decisions using 
distributed ledger technology. 
 

 
Semi Tukana 

CEO, Software Factory Limited 

 
Semi is a pioneering Fijian technology entrepreneur having founded 
his first company, Software Factory Limited, in 2001.  Since then he has 
founded companies in PNG and Australia.  With graduate 
qualifications in Information Systems Semi has over 30 years of 
experience in the ICT industry in Fiji and the region.   

His companies have designed and built information systems products 
for several sectors including banking and finance, superannuation, student administration, health, 
public trustee administration, land management, and university post-graduate research.  These 
products are used in 9 Pacific Island countries. 
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Donnie Defreitas 

Project Director, Pacific ICT Regulatory Resource Center 

 
Donnie has three decades of experience in the telecommunications 
industry, focusing mainly on policy development and regulation of the 
sector.  His achievements include playing a leading role in negotiating 
with Cable and Wireless for the termination of its monopoly in the 
Caribbean and the establishment of the Eastern Caribbean 
Telecommunications Authority (ECTEL), the regional regulatory body 
for the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States. 


